186            Johnson crossing the Atlantick.        [Sept. 8.
us, \\& was not discomposed. After we were out of the shelter of' Scalpa, and in the sound between it and Rasay, which extended about a league, the wind made the sea very rough1. I did not like it. JOHNSON. 'This now is the Atlantick. If I should tell at a tea table in London, that I have crossed the Atlantick in an open boat, how they'd shudder, and what a fool they'd think me to expose myself to such danger?' He then repeated Horace's ode,—
'Otium Divos rogat in patent! Prensus yEgaso-----------3'
In the confusion and hurry of this boisterous sail, Dr. Johnson's spurs, of which Joseph had charge, were carried over-board into the sea, and lost3. This was the first misfortune that had befallen us. Dr. Johnson was a little angry at first, observing that 'there was something wild in letting a pair of spurs be carried into the sea out of a boat;' but then he remarked, ' that, as Janes the naturalist had said upon losing his pocket-book, it was rather an inconvenience than a loss.' He told us, he now recollected that he dreamt the night before, that he put his staff into a river, and chanced to let it go, and it was carried down the stream and lost. ' So now you see, (said he,) that I have lost my spurs; and this story is better than many of those which we have concerning second sight and dreams.' Mr. M'Queen said he did not believe the second sight; that he never met with any well attested instances; and if he should, he should impute them to chance: because all who pretend to that quality often fail in their predictions, though they take a great scope, and sometimes interpret literally, sometimes figuratively, so
1 'The wind blew enough to give the boat a kind of dancing agitation.'   Piozsi Letters, i. 142.   'The water was calm, and the rowers were vigorous; so that our passage was quick and pleasant.'   Johnson's Works, ix. 54. 3                 'Caught in the wild ^Egean seas,
The sailor bends to heaven for ease.'
FRANCIS.   Horace, 2 Odes, xvi. i. 3 See ante, iv. under Dec. 9, 1784, note.
ase Highlanders used to dye their variegated plaids and kilts into blue, green, or any single colour. WALTER. SCOTT.
